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war the possibility of its landing on the coasts of France was
greater than it was now that the Emperor had transferred
the seat of war to, and beyond the Vistula.

Tinder these circumstances, the Emperor felt that he
could venture on a further denudation of the Trench and
Dutch ports, and of the reserve at Paris, the void being
filled by conscripts of 1807 and 1808; for he contemplated
another draft on the military reserves of the future.*

Each of the 5 battalions in Paris, and the 6 at Brest, was
reduced to 600 men, all above that number being drawn for
the nucleus of fresh provisional regiments. The dep6ts of the
65th and 72nd, in Holland, were required to provide 160 men
each for the same purpose.t Zayonchek's Polish corps,
which was destined to fill the gap between Massena and the
main army, was ordered to be recruited up to 25,000 men.

Napoleon's design was to create an army of observation
in Germany, to be placed under the orders of Brune.
Raising it to 60,000 or 70,000 men, and having available on
its wings the corps of Mortier in Pomerania, and of Jerome in
Silesia, he would have at his disposal at least 100,000 men
in rear of his army on the Vistula. This great force could be
moved forward on the Vistula, back upon the Elbe, north to
the coast, or south against Austria, as circumstances might
require.

The conscripts of 1808 were demanded by a message
to the Senate, dated 20th March, 1807, about one and a half
years before they were due.f Their distribution was laid
down precisely, the principle of sending them where they

* Corr. 12080, dated 19th March, to Lacuce, m which Napoleon says he
proposes demanding the conscription of 1808. Reckoning it at 80,000, he would
send 36,000 to 5 legions of reserve, and 24,00(| to complete the 3rd battalions at
home. Thus the hoys of under 20 would be kept back from the scene of active
operations, for which he thought them unfit. Writing to Kellerman on the 4th
June, he says that the conscripts of 1808 are too young for work at the front*
(Corr. 12,722.)

f Corr. 11,901, dated 28th February, to Dejean*

t Corr. 12,100.
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